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two classes out of every three is determined in great measure by the teacher's 
faith that mental abilities are so little specialised that improvement in any 
one of them will help all the rest; manual training is often introduced into 
schools on the strength of somebody's confidence that skill in movement is 
intimately connected with efficiency in thinking; the practical action with 
regard to coeducation has been accompanied, and doubtless influenced by 
arguments about the identity or the equality of the minds of men and women ; 
the American public school system rests on a total disregard of hereditary 
mental differences between the classes and the masses." The author dis- 
cusses the following subjects : The measurement of mental traits. — The dis- 
tribution of mental traits. — The relationships between mental traits. — Orig- 
inal and acquired traits. — Mental inheritance. — The influence of the inviron- 
ment. — The influence of special training upon general abilities. — The influ- 
ence of selection. — The development of mental traits with age. — Sex differ- 
ences. — Exceptional children; mental and moral defectives. — The relation- 
ships of mental and physical traits. — Broader studies of human nature. 
The author concludes his book with this consideration: 
"The science of education when it develops will like other sciences rest 
upon direct observations of and experiments on the influence of educational 
institutions and methods made and reported with quantitative precision. 
Since groups of variable facts will be the material it studies, statistics will 
everywhere be its handmaid. The chief duty of serious students of the 
theory of education to-day is to form the habit of inductive study and learn 

the logic of statistics We conquer the facts of nature when we observe 

and experiment upon them. When we measure them we have made them our 
servants. A little statistical insight trains them for invaluable work." 

The Federation of Religions. By Rev. Hiram Vrooman. Philadelphia 
and London: The Nunc Licet Press, 1903. 138 pages. 

The Rev. Hiram Vrooman, President of "The Co-Workers' Fratern- 
ity," and the "Federation of Religions," launches in this booklet a new enter- 
prise which he intends to identify with himself and his life work — viz., a 
federation of religion, upon the ground that every man with strong religious 
convictions should join him and the federation should build altars so sacri- 
ficial tests can be made to prove whose Lord is God. The primary work of 
this federation would be investigation rather than instruction, and ought to 
be carried forward by a permanent parliament of religions whose members 
are thoroughly representative men. Their common basis should be open- 
mindedness and loyal-heartedness to truth. 

Having explained his purpose and plans, he sets forth in a series of little 
chapters his views concerning the principles of carrying on such investiga- 
tion. In chapter 2 he proposes to distinguish phenomena from philosoph- 
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ical conclusions; in chapters 3 and 4 he discusses the inmost and supreme 
essence of the mind, which he discovers to be spiritual substance; in chapter 
5 he arrives at the conclusion that the mind is a microcosm. In chapter 6 
he discusses the spiritual sciences and spiritual forms, the subject of the 
next chapter is spiritual philosophy, and chapter 8 treats the important sub- 
ject of the method of discriminating between evidences. The conclusion of 
the book leads up to his initial purpose to establish a federation of religions, 
for which first of all money is needed, and then the support of lay member- 
ship. The address of the treasurer to whom checks should be made out is 
given as Arthur D. Ropes, 291-293 Congress St., Boston, Mass., or to Rev. 
H. Vrooman himself, at Roxbury Sta., Boston. 



Balance, the Fundamental Verity. By Orlando J. Smith. Boston and 
New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. The Riverside Press, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 1904. Pp., ix, 146. 

Mr. Orlando J. Smith, the author of Eternalism, discusses in the pres- 
ent volume the equilibrium which characterises the universe and forms the 
basis also of our intellectual and moral life. Noticing that the sea throws up 
the dunes that form its shores, he claims that as the power of the sea curbs 
the sea, as physical excess turns upon itself, as deficiency balances success, 
so also in the realm of spiritual life, evil powers find their limit, and thus, 
according to an eternal law of nature, regulate the balance of life in spite of 
its ceaseless motion. On the basis of this principle that "balance rules the 
world," Mr. Orlando Smith builds up the fundamental verity of his world 
conception, which has become a religion to him. Progress is made by antag- 
onism; nature's process is by test and trial, by unfolding, changing, ripping 
up, undoing, and redoing, and error dies in the struggle. 

So far, every scientist, materialist, or one who accepts a purely dynamic 
view of the world, would agree with Mr. Smith, but he builds higher upon 
this foundation by saying that justice is incomplete in this present existence. 
Our life here is as a broken part of a broader life, and if death ends all, 
then the mass of mankind must live, toil, suffer, and die under a condition 
of hopeless injustice. Accordingly he arrives at three conclusions which are 
the fundamentals of his religious belief and constitute the essential meaning 
of his religion. These are: (1) That the soul is accountable for its action; 
(2) That the soul survives death of the body; (3) That there is a supreme 
power to right things. 

Mr. Smith declares that both religion and science have been misinter- 
preted and perverted, but if properly understood, no school of thought denies 
religion except practical materialism, the doctrine that wrong rules the 
world; otherwise science and religion meet in all essential truths as to the 



